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Why should we aligning the curriculum to the standards?

A curriculum that is aligned to standards is a curriculum that ensures students have 
the opportunity to access teaching and learning content including knowledge, skills 
and behaviours outlined within a specific standard.

Students are more likely to learn because instruction is focused and because they 
are assessed on what they have been taught. 

Tutors and Teachers are also able to focus, making the best use of their time. 

Because assessment involves real learning and they can integrate assessment into 
daily instruction and classroom activities.



www.nocn.org.uk

Where to start when aligning your curriculum to the 
standards? 
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The standard:   Bricklayer

• Details of standard

• Occupational profile

• Key knowledge, skills and behaviour requirements

• Duration

• Entry requirements

• English and Maths

• Link to professional registration

• Level
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Assessment Plan

• Summary of Assessment 

• On-programme Assessment

• Assessment gateway:

• End-point assessment (EPA)

• Grading

• End-point - Final judgements 

• Summary of roles and responsibilities

• Quality Assurance – internal

• Quality Assurance – external 
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Gateway

What are the conditions that will allow your apprentice to go through the gateway 
and carry out EPA? 

• The Apprentice’s Employer and Training Provider must believe the apprentice has 
met the requirements (i.e. for Bricklayer) KSBs within the Bricklayer standard and 
believe that the apprentice has reached the level of competence. 

• Achievement of level 1 English and level 1 Maths (this could be GCSE, Functional 
Skills or other). 

• Taken the level 2 English and level 2 Maths assessments (this could be GCSE, 
Functional Skills or other).
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What do we need to consider when developing and aligning 
the curriculum to the standards?

Gateway

• When do I plan for gateway within my curriculum

• Do I need a pre gateway process in my curriculum

• Who is going to be involved

• What will the learner be doing at this point

• How long will I need to plan in for this activity

• How much time do I need to plan to cover this activity
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End Point Assessment (EPA)

What does the EPA assessments consist of?  (i.e. Bricklayer)

• knowledge test 

• skills test 

• Oral questioning

What are the criteria within each assessment that the learner needs to 
demonstrate? Are there any grades that I need to be aware of?
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What do we need to consider when developing and aligning 
the curriculum to the standards?

End Point Assessment

• What involvement do I have to plan for when the learner has gone through 
gateway.

• Do I need to plan in governance for if the learners fails EPA within my curriculum

• Who will be involved in this 

• How long will I need to plan this activity for
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What do we need to consider when developing and aligning 
the curriculum to the standards?

On programme content

• What are the planned learning hours

• Who is going to delivery what and where

• What will the learner be doing at any point in time through the programme.

• How long will each learning outcome take

• How will we plan outcomes sequentially

• How many times will we need to cover each outcome
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What else do we need to consider when developing and 
aligning the curriculum to the standards?

Quality of Education:

• Intent

• Implementation

• Impact

Behaviours and attitudes

Personal development
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Quality of Education 

• Intent: the curriculum needs to demonstrate it is coherently planned to 
maximise knowledge, skills and behaviour gains for future learning and 
employment –what is taught and not just how it is taught.

• Implementation: how well your teachers/trainers teach and assess –leading to 
more of a detailed focus on what teachers/trainers actually do to help learners 
learn and remember concepts, develop skills etc. 

• Impact: knowledge skills and behaviour developed and aligned to the standard 
but also personal skills and knowledge development onto of achievement of 
qualifications, progress, progression, 
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What else do we need to consider when developing and 
aligning the curriculum to the standards?

Behaviours and attitudes

• Individual learners behaviour and attitudes 

Personal development

• Think about the personal development of individual learners, the curriculum 
needs to extend beyond the academic, technical or vocational.
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What else do we need to consider when developing and 
aligning the curriculum to the standards?

• RPL

• On the Job

• Off the Job

• Assessment requirements

• Quality  monitoring

• Progress checks

• reviews
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Challenges and solutions, how to prepare for them when 
aligning curriculum to standards

• 20% off the job training

• Gathering evidence

• Testing learning 

• On the job training

• Preparing learner for EPA
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Why should we aligning the curriculum to the standards?

End point Assessments will reveal how well students have learned what we have 
taught them to learn while the curriculum instruction ensures that they learn what 
they need to learn.  

For this to happen the learning objectives, and instructional strategies we 
developed within the curriculum need to be closely aligned to the standards and 
end point assessments, so that they reinforce one another.
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What can be some of the benefits of aligning the curriculum 
to the standards?

• Increase student achievement. 

• Simple, user-friendly & cost-effective. ...

• Enhance communication & collaboration. ...

• Enrich learning and instruction delivery. ...

• Performance tracker. ...

• Easy to integrate. ...

• Fully customisable. ...


